DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE
PANJAB UNIVERSITY, CHANDIGARH

Date: 09.02.2022
Webinar conducted by PU DLIS

The Department of Library and Information Science, Panjab University, Chandigarh,
successfully organized webinar on “Digital Transition and Media & Information
Literacy” today (i.e., February 09, 2022) in online mode. Dr. Shiv Kumar, Chairperson
of the Department, initiated the Webinar welcoming the speaker and participants. Prof.
Rupak Chakravarty, Co-coordinator of the Webinar, introduced the Resource Person
and theme of the webinar. Prof. H.P.S. Kalra, from Department of Library and
Information Science, Punjabi University, Patiala was Resource Person. He highlighted
the importance of information in present era and emphasized that information handling
has become easier with many ICTs now available to users. Users are now becoming
‘prosumers’, both producers and users of digital content. On the contrary, the digital
age has also brought several challenges and disturbing phenomena in the context of
privacy and security of data or information, monopolization, commercialization and
commodification of knowledge and information. He stated that in order to overcome
the challenges of digital transition, Media and Information Literacy (MIL) is the need
of the hour. He explained that to use technology(ies) wisely, and to take the benefit of
knowledge and information, we need to develop/enhance the capacity of people for
independent learning and critical thinking through MIL skills. Today’s webinar was
attended by about 70 participants including many academicians from all over the
country. Dr. Khushpreet Singh Brar, Co-coordinator of the webinar, presented vote of
thanks.
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Some Disturbing phenomena in the Digital
Context

* Networked society as a Surveillance society

* Rise of the Orwellian systems

* Download, download and download. What about uploading?

* Open access journals and predatory publishing.

* Information Disorder; fake news, misinfermation and disinformation

+ Deep Fakes - another new dimension of fake news
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Digital Transition

° In India, we are fast moving towards digital transition

« This process started about 3 decades ago.
« This transition is irreversible

Harinder Pal Singh Kalra

« Information handling has become easier with many ICTs now

available to users for these purposes.

Users are now becoming 'prosumers’, both producers and
users of digital content
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* The digital age also brought several challenges and disturbing
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Media and Information Literacy — IFLA
Recommendations (Decemoer 2011)

* In order to survive and develop, make decisions, and solve problems in every
facet of life - personal, social, educational, and professional, individuals,
communities, and nations need information about themselves as well as their
physical and their sacial enviranments. This information is available via three
processes: observation and experimentation, conversation (with other persons),
and consultation (with memory i he competence to do this
effectively and efficiently is ca|r ormation Literacy.

Media and Information Literacy consists of the knowledge, the attitudes, and the
sum of the skills needed to know when and what informaticn is needed; where
and how to obtain that information; how to evaluate it critically and organise it
once it is found; and how to use it in an ethical way. The concept extends beyond
communication and information technologies to encompass learning, critica
thinking, and interpretative skills across and beyond professional and educational
boundaries. Media and Information Literacy includes all types of information
resources: oral, print, and digital,
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